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Scope 4.7 Ground Seeders/Spreaders Specifications

· Hand and electric broadcast seeders, to consist of a hopper to contain a given volume of seed, a seed propeller that distributes seed over an area in front of the seeder, and a metering lever that provides the ability to control the rate/amount/pounds per unit volume.

· Metering must be done by determining a set area (usually a square foot frame with square inches marked), adjusting the equipment metering levers to the prescribed seeding rate provided by the State’s designee’s resource plan, walking and cranking with a manual seeder, or by driving the electric seeder over the set area at the average speed the operator will be traveling, then counting the number of seeds found within the set area.  The seeder can then be adjusted up or down to the prescribed seeding rate.

· Hand seeders will be carried by a field worker and cranked at a steady rate, following determination of actual seeding rate and adjustment to the prescribed rate.

· Electric seeders will be mounted on a vehicle and driven at a set speed and setting, again following a determination of actual seeding rate and adjustment to the prescribed rate.

· Vendor may supply seeds if needed;

· Or the seed maybe supplied by the Agency;

· Weed free testing; and

· Germination tests for all seed.

· Whether the vendor or agency supplies the seeds, all seed will be tested to ensure that current government standards (federal/state) for noxious weeds and germination are met.  

· When required by the State designee’s resource plan, soil disturbances will be completed, in order to put the broadcast seed in closer contact with the soil.  On small sites, this will be accomplished by raking and on larger sites by use of a harrow, tine drag or a chain link drag pulled by an ATV or similar vehicle.

· In some cases, vendor will be required to broadcast seed over snow, to allow the seed to gradually carry down through the snow pack and eventually deposit on the soil surface with a source of moisture.




· Must be able to calibrate equipment to meet the prescribed seeding rate.

·  Must have labor available to hand rake small areas and equipment such as rakes, harrows and drags in order to put seed in good contact with the soil.

· Vendor must have a certified tree climber if requested. 
